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Boston Harborfest Fact Sheet
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As one of the nation’s largest patriotic celebration, Boston Harborfest attracts more than 2.5 million visitors to Boston from across the country and around the globe for the week of the 4th of July. These visitors come and experience the educational and entertaining programs that highlight Boston’s rich colonial and maritime history.
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Harborfest events include Revolutionary re-enactments, walking tours, visits from U.S. naval ships, free concerts, cruises, museum exhibits, and much more for people of all ages. Many of the events are free, or are very reasonably priced.
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New England’s top restaurants will ladle out more than 2,000 gallons of New England clam chowder as they vie for the public’s vote of serving “Boston Best Clam Chowder” during the 30th Annual Chowderfest. 
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Boston Harborfest has grown from a local event to the nation’s largest patriotic celebration. In 1982, there were 35 activities over three days. Now in it’s 31st year, visitors to Harborfest will enjoy more than 200 activities during the six-day festival, which will take place from June 28th to July 4th 2012.
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Boston Harborfest has received many awards and accolades. 2010 marked the 21st year that the American Bus Association has chosen Harborfest as one of the “Top 100 Events in North America.” Also, Leisure Group Travel named Harborfest as one of the “Top 50 Festivals and Events in 2002.” Other awards include “Festival of the Year” by Events Business News and the “Family Favorite Festival” by the Boston Parents’ Paper.
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Boston Harborfest Inc., a non-profit organization, is a Chapter 180 Massachusetts corporation with 501(C)(3) status granted by the IRS. It is comprised of 29 constituent members representing institutions and businesses whose primary interest is the enhanced use and awareness of Boston’s waterfront and historic resources.






